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February 8, 2019 
 
TO:   The Honorable Senator Russell E. Ruderman, Chair 

Senate Committee on Human Services 
 

FROM:  Pankaj Bhanot, Director 
 
SUBJECT: SB 432 – RELATING TO HOMELESSNESS 
 
   Hearing: Friday, February 8, 2019, 3:00 P.M. 
     Conference Room 016, State Capitol 
 

DEPARTMENT’S POSITION:  The Department of Human Services (DHS) appreciates the 

intent of this bill and offers comments.   

 PURPOSE:  The purpose of this measure is to establish and appropriate moneys for a 

medical respite pilot program to offer medical, nursing, psychiatric, and other care for homeless 

individuals after being discharged from a hospital.  Requires DHS to submit an application for an 

amendment to the QUEST Integration (QI) section 1115 demonstration waiver to expand the QI 

program to provide for the medical respite pilot program.  Requires DHS, in consultation with 

the Department of Health, to establish a pilot program. 

DHS Homeless Programs Office (HPO) is currently executing contracts with its 

identified provider, and recognizes that the proposed expiration date of June 30, 2024 for the 

medical respite pilot program will provide additional time for the pilot to become fully 

operational.  HPO has included in its contract in the Special Conditions the ability to continue 

services with no cost extension, should there be unexpended funds and an amendment to Act 

209, Session Laws of Hawaii (SLH) 2018 is passed and enacted. 
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Regarding Section 1 and Section 2, at this time, DHS recommends concentrating 

efforts on serving homeless individuals, and not to include those individuals at risk of 

homelessness.  In Section 2, DHS also recommends excluding individuals who may experience 

homelessness upon release from mental health facilities or incarceration.  Including the at-risk 

homeless and those released from mental health facilities or incarceration may have adverse 

effects on serving the most vulnerable homeless individuals.  The focus and funding may 

potentially be redirected to serve other target populations.  

Regarding Section 3, DHS Med-QUEST Division (MQD) notes that DHS is actively 

pursuing authority from the federal government to expand the housing support services offered 

under the QI program through the 1115 renewal negotiation process. This includes medical 

respite.  

However, the federal government has historically pushed back on state requests to 

cover services like medical respite or recuperative care.  The federal government may not want 

to provide coverage for the medical respite pilot in the exact way it is presently designed, or 

may not be able to under federal law.  However, the federal government may be interested in 

providing coverage of medical respite through a different program design.  Given the lack of a 

proven pathway to federal approval for medical respite, DHS recommends that the state be 

flexible in its approach and allow MQD to continue its present efforts to explore coverage of 

medical respite through the waiver renewal process rather than submit a separate amendment 

for this pilot.  

Regarding Section 4, the proposed appropriation amount of $50,000,000, while 

generous, is not necessarily supported by evidence at this time, and may be difficult for the 

provider to match as described in Act 209 (SLH 2018), Section 8.  Based on the appropriated 

amount from Act 209, SLH 2018, the current appropriation will fund both fiscal year 2018 to 

2019 and fiscal year 2019 to 2020.  DHS respectfully requests, if any additional funding is 

appropriated that it not supplant a budget priority identified in the Executive Budget. 

DHS also recommends that it be exempt from provisions of chapters 91 and 201M, 

Hawaii Revised Statutes, for the duration of the pilot to implement this bill. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony of this bill. 
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Feb.	6	,	2018	
	
TO:			 	 Honorable	Chair	Ruderman	&	HMS	Committee	Members	
	
RE:	 	 SB	432	Relating	to	Homelessness	
	
	 	 Support	for	hearing	on	Feb.	8	
	
Americans	for	Democratic	Action	is	an	organization	founded	in	the	1950s	by	leading	supporters	
of	the	New	Deal	and	led	by	Patsy	Mink	in	the	1970s.		We	are	devoted	to	the	promotion	of	
progressive	public	policies.			
	
We	support	SB	432	as	it	would	create	a	medical	respite	pilot	program	to	offer	medical,	nursing,	
psychiatric,	and	other	care	for	homeless	individuals	after	being	discharged	from	a	hospital.		
Many	of	our	chronically	house-less	people	need	health	care--especially	mental	health	care.	This	
is	a	start.			Therefore	we	also	support	SB	526	for	mobile	clinics	and	the	pilot	project	in	SB	1051.	
	
Thank	you	for	your	favorable	consideration.		
	
Sincerely,		
	
John	Bickel	President	 
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February 8, 2019 
 

TO:  The Honorable Senator Russell E. Ruderman, Chair 
  Senate Committee on Human Services 
 
FROM:  Scott Morishige, MSW, Governor’s Coordinator on Homelessness 

 
SUBJECT: SB 432 – RELATING TO HOMELESSNESS 

 
 Hearing: Friday, February 8, 2019, 3:00 P.M.    
   Conference Room 016, State Capitol 
 

POSITION:  The Governor's Coordinator appreciates the intent of this measure, and 

respectfully offers comments.   

PURPOSE:  The purpose of the bill is to establish and appropriate moneys for a medical 

respite pilot program to offer medical, nursing, psychiatric, and other care for homeless 

individuals after being discharged from a hospital.  The bill also requires the Department of 

Human Services (DHS) to submit an application for an amendment to the QUEST Integration 

section 1115 demonstration project to expand its QUEST Integration project to provide for the 

medical respite pilot program.   

Act 209, Session Laws of Hawaii (SLH) 2018, established and appropriated funds for a 

medical respite pilot program that will sunset on June 30, 2019.  DHS is finalizing its contract for 

the program and there are other measures (HB1451 and SB470) that propose to extend the 

pilot program to June 30, 2020 to allow DHS to sufficiently evaluate the effectiveness of the 

program and make recommendations to continue, modify, or terminate the program.   

As the Act 209 (SLH 2018) medical respite pilot program will be soon underway, the 

Coordinator respectfully asks that this measure support the current efforts and asks for the 

legislature’s support of the two measures that will extend the sunset date for the pilot 

program.   
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The Coordinator notes that the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) 

recently approved DHS’ 1115 Medicaid waiver amendment to provide tenancy supports for 

chronically homeless individuals and individuals at risk of homelessness.  DHS Med-QUEST 

Division is in the process of implementing the waiver amendment and is exploring whether 

services for recuperative care or medical respite care for the homeless population may be 

covered.   

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill. 
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Date: February 6, 2019 

To: Senator Russell E. Ruderman, Chair 

Senator Karl Rhoads, Vice Chair 

Members of the Senate Committee on Human Services 

From: Zachary Wolf 

Re: Support for SB432, Relating to Homelessness 

Hrg: Friday, February 8, 2019 at 3:00pm at Conference Room 016 

  

My name is Zachary Wolf and I am a current MSW student at the Myron B. Thompson 
School of Social Work at the University of Hawaiʻi at MÄ•noa. This written testimony is 
to show my support for Senate Bill 432. 

I am in support of this bill as I believe that by continuing this pilot project, the entire 
community will see great benefits. As I have had prior experience working as a 
Community Based Case Manager for dual-diagnosed cleints, I know the postive impact 
a project like this would have on those individuals. From a clientʻs standpoint, having a 
stable environment upon discharge from the hospital will provide appropriate services to 
support co-occuring mental health illness will greatly support the daily funcition on the 
individual. As a provider it will allow for easier access to a typically highly transient 
population, allowing for approrpiate services and follow up as necessary. 

The benefit is two-fold as well because a facility like this will lessen the need for clients 
to utilize Emergency Department (ED) services. This will allow for emergency 
departments to be utilized in the way that they are established to. Homeless individuals 
will not have to utalize ED services to recieve basic care and in turn this can be done at 
the facility. Finally, by maintaining this project, homeless individuls will receive the 



services they need to gain and maintain stability in their lives. With the reason 
mentioned above, I hope that you will take support this Bill as well.  

  

Sincerly, 

  

  

Zachary Wolf 
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Comments:  

Dear Honorable Committee Members: 

Please support SB432 to provide psychiatric services to the homeless. It is estimated 
that up to 70% of those on the street have mental health issues, many of whom self-
medicate because there are no services available to them.  

Thank you for the opportunity to present my testimony. 

Andrea Quinn 
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